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Blackbeard circa 1898
Queenstown vicinity

Private

The house Frederic Emory built at Blackbeard's
Bluff was probably a uniqgue example of pre-Georgian
Colonial Revival architecture in Queen Anne's County.

It is representative of the early phase of that
movement, reflecting the late-Victorian fascination
with early America. The mainstream of this movement
followed Georgian and Classical modes, but interest
remained high in rustic interpretations of late-19th
century perceptions of the early colonial period.

It is interesting to note that a contemporary news-
paper article acknowledges this phenomenom, and compares
the log house at Blackbeard to similar newly constructed
homes in the Adirondacks. Unfortunately the house

was destroyed by fire in 1935.
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Blackbeard is the site of a house built
in the late 19th century for Frederick Emory,
a noted diplomat and statesman, and an early
and authoritative chronicler of Queen Anne's
County history. The house was built at
Blackbeard's Bluff, located on the south bank
of the Chester River approximately two miles
west of Queenstown. The house was sited near the
bank of the river, on relatively high ground ad-
joining the north side of Walsey Creek. Completed
around the turn of the century, it served as Emory's
residence until his death in 1908. The property
has remained in the family, but the house was
destroyed by fire in the spring of 1935. Fortunately,
a number of photographs have survived, illustrating
the house and farm buildings. An interesting
newspaper clipping has also survived. This was
published in the Centreville Record April 23, 1898

and includes a fairly complete description of the
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The house Frederic Emory built at Black-
beard's Bluff was probably a unicue example
of pre-Georgian Colonial Revival architecture
in Queen Anne's County. It is representative
of the early phase of that movement, reflecting
the late-Victorian fascination with early
America. The mainstream of this movement
followed Georgian and Classical modes, but
interest remained high in rustic interpreta-
tions of late 19th century perceptions of the
early colonial period. It is interesting to
note that the contemporary newspaper article
acknowledges this phenomenom, and compares the
log house at Blackbeard to similar newly
constructed homes in the Adirondacks.

Emory's interest in history had already

been clearly demonstrated by the extensive

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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7.1 DESCRIPTION

house. According to this article, the tract was
purchased from a Mr. Davidson, and consisted of
roughly 140 acres of land. The house was apparently
nearing comoletion at the time the article was
published, and the anonymous writer noted that the
house was built of log, "a novel structure...planned
after houses that are now in general use in the
Adirondacks and intended to be like the old homes
of the first settlers in colonial times..."

The description of the house is quite thorough
and has therefore been quoted extensively, beginning

with an acknowledgement to the architect:

Mr. George Davidson deserves great
credit for the architechical design, and with
his assistant, Mr. Heck Morris, the design
has been skillfully carried out as the
work attests.

Both the outside and inside walls of
the house are built of gum logs sawed on
two sides, bringing the logs their entire
length to one thickness so that when they

were-layed one on the other they fit close
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and no blocking was required between them,
The bark is left on the other sides giving
to the interior walls of the house pretty
grey walls. The outside of the house
will be rough coated with cement to
preserve the logs from decay by the
weather, but no change will be made on the
inside walls, Mr. Emory preferring the
bark finish; indeed it looks surprisingly
well,

The first floor consists of a hall-
way through the entire building with a
parlour and dining room on the left and
a kitchen on thé right. The flooring
is of walnut cut in planks about 3%
inches wide. The second story consists
of servant's rooms over the kitchen.
The main building second story consists
of four bed rooms and there will bé
two finished bed rooms in the attic.
The floor will be of oak on both second
and third story. All the finishings on

the doors and window frames, &c, will
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be oak. The kitchen wing of the house
will have a hip roof. The roof over
the main building will be of Gothi;
structure, being put on at an acute angle,
The windows in the house are small and
will be windowed with small panes of glass
as in olden times. 1In each gable end
in the attic is a diamond shaped window.
The front entrance to the hall-way is
through a vestibule arch supported by
colonial pillows. The west entrance to
the hall will be through a plain door.

I understand a porch will be built
on the west end,'which will greatly improve
the building. The contour of the whole
building is unigue and attractive, and
the house will be as warm as a brick house
.in winter and much dryer, whilst in summer
it will prove cooler than either a brick
house or an ordinary frame one, as the
logs covered with cement will prove poor
conductors of heat. The main building is

36x22 feet. The roofing will all be of

cypress shingles.
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Of the photographs known to have survived, five
are of particular noté. The first is a three-~quarter
view of the house, probably taken from due south
of the main house. This photogranh may be found
in the Edwin Brown papers at the Centreviile Public
Library (Volume 7B, page 78), and probably dates.
to circa 1912. The exterior closely conforms to
the description, with stucco walls, a diamond window
in the half-timbered gable, and one story porches.

The remaining photographs are in the possession
of the Caputo family, descendants of Emory and the
present owners of Blackbeard. These include a view
of the house from a point only a few yards to the
east of the photograph just described, a postcard
showing the house from the Chester River, and a snap-
shot of the fireplace. Also of interest is a photo-
graph of the farm buildings, dated 1938. The most
extraordinary of.these is the view of the fireplace.
The walls are exactly as they were described, tightly
fitted logs with the bark left on. Furthermore, it
is possible to determine that this rough “frontier"
theme, executed with unbarked gum logs, was expanded

to include mantels and decorative trim.
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7.5 DESCRIPTION

Of the farm buildings visible in the dated
photograph, the barn is certainly the most interesting.
It is frame, with a very steep roof that sweeps down
to within six or seven feet of the ground, surmounted
by a small square cupola with a pyramidal roof and a
wooden finial, all lending a rather Gothic air to

an otherwise bucolic scene.
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8.1 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

and authoritative series of articles he had written
during the 1880's, detailing the early history of
the county. These were eventually gathered together
by the Maryland Historical Society and were pub-
lished in 1950. It is not surprising, therefore,
that Emory would choose a Colonial Revival mode
for his retirement home, or that he would disdain
the rigid formality of Georgian Revival.

Frederic Emory died in 1908, and is buried
in a grove of trees on the north bank of Walsey
Creek, a few hundred yards from the site of his hone.
His grave is marked with a large, unfinished white
stone, and is enclosed by a low wall constructed
of round stones from the Chester River. The stone

marking the grave is inscribed:

Sacred
to the memory of
Frederic Emory

1853-1908
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